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Subsection (b) or 35 U.S.C. § 132, effective on May 29, 2000 
provides for continued examination of an utility or plant application 
filed on or after June 3, 1995. 
See The American Inventors Protection Ad of 1999 (AIPA) 
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_The RCE fee under37 C.F.R. § 1.17(e) is required by 37 C.F.R. §1.114 when the RCE is filed 
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I certify this correspondence is being transmitted via facsimile to 
The US Patent and Trademark Office on 



April 30, 2004 



(Date) 
Gerry Gressd 



Name of person j^ning the Certificate 



Honorable Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Preliminary Amendment/ RCE responding to Office Action of AUGUST 28. 21)03 

Dear Sir: 

This preliminary amendment and RCE are being submitted after a Notice of Appeal 
filed March 1, 2004, and before filing of an Appeal Brief. Please consider the claims as 
amended. 



Amendment begins on Pa^e 2 
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